ſeveral petitioning or aſſociated BopIEs herein- after mentioned. 


— 


HE Counties of York, Surry, Hersford, Huntingdon, Middleſex, Eſer, Kent, Devon, and 
Nottingham, and the City of Weſtminfler, held on the Third Day of March, and by 
different Adjournments on the 10th, 15th, zgth, 24th and 31ſt Days of March, and 
the 7th and 21ſt Days of April 1781. G 8 9 
It was refolved unanimouſly, That the Rev. Mr. Vyvil be Chairman of this Meeting, 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Votes of this Aſſembly be taken by Deputations. 
Reſolved unanimouſly, Fhat Application be made to Parliament during the preſent Seſſions, 
for correcting the groſs Abuſes in the Expenditure of public Money, and for reducing the 
increaſed and increaſing W Crown, which ought to be diminiſhed. | 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That a Petition to the Houle of Commons will be the proper Mode 
of applying to Parliament for correcting the groſs Abuſes in the Expenditure of public Mo- 
ney, and for reducing the increaſed and inereaſing Influence of the Crown. Df — 
Reſolved unanimoully, That a Committee be appointed to form and report to this Meeting 
= a Petition, equivalent in its Prayer to the ſeveral Petitions of the People preſented to the 
_ Houſe of Commons in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament. — 5 
| . Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Committee conſiſt of One Member from each Deputation, 
to be choſen by the reſpective Deputations; and a Committee was appointed accordingly. 
EReſolved unanimoufly, That the Chairman be requeſted to communicate to the Chairmen 
"©: BY of the Committees of the ſeveral petitioning Counties, Cities, and Boroughs, in this King- 
| dom, the Proceedings of this Meeting. — r 
A Petition to Parliament having been reported by the Committee, and read to this Meeting in 
the following Words — it was reſolved unanimouſly, That the Petition which has now been 
read, be approved by this Meeting. — | | 


To the Honourable the Commons of GREAT Britain in Parliament aſſembled. 


| . 1 The humble Petition of the ſeveral Perſons. whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſcribed, Freeholders 
= — of the reſpective Counties of York, Surry, Hertford, Huntingdon, Middleſex, Eſſex, Kent, Devon, 
_—. and Nottingham, and the Electors of the City of Mſiminſier, | 


THAT this Nation hath been engaged for ſeveral Years in a moſt expenſive and unfortunate 
War: that many-of our valuable C bernd nde 
formed altr Ontederacy Weener | ur- Nyirain; that the Conſequences 

Hoof theſe combined Misfortunes have been a large Addition to the national Debt, an heavy 
Aldccumulation of Taxes, a rapid Decline of the Trade, Manufactures, and Land Rents of the 


Kingdom: 


4 Il bat notwithſtanding this calamitous and impoveriſhed State of the Nation, much public Mo- 
* ney has been improvidently ſquandered, and that many Individuals enjoy Sinecure Places, effi- 
cient Places with exorbitant Emoluments and Penſions, unmerited by public Services, to a 
large and ſtill increaſing Amount; whence the Crown has acquired a great and unconſtitu- 
tional Influence, which, if not checked, may ſoon prove fatal to the Liberties of this Country. 
And your Petitioners farther ſhew, That your Petitioners, jointly with other Freeholders of 
ſeveral Counties and Electors of ſeveral Cities and Towns in this Kingdom, did, in the laſt 
Seſſion of the late Parliament, preſent to the Honourable Houſe of Commons humble Pe- 


- 


titions, requeſting that ſome Remedy might be provided by the Wiſdom of Parliament, againſt / 


the extenſive and unconſtitutional Influence of the Crown, and that ſome Stop might be put to 
the laviſh Expenditure of public Money. 

And your Petitioners beg leave to ſtate, that the Matter contained in the Petitions ſo preſented 
by your Petitioners and others, was taken into Conſideration by that Honourable Houſe, and 
on due and mature Deliberation, that Honourable Houſe reſolved, | | 

I. That it is neceſſary to declare, that the Influence of the Crown has increaſed, is increaſing, 
and ought to be diminiſhed, * _ | | 

II. That it is competent to this Houſe to examine into, and to correct, Abuſes in the Ex- 
penditure of the Civil Liſt Revenues, as well as in every other Branch of public Revenue, when- 
ever it ſhall appear expedient to the Wiſdom of this Houſe ſo to do. | 

a III. That it is the Duty of this Houſe to provide, as far may be, an immediate and effectual 
Redreſs of the Abuſes complained of in the den preſented to this Houſe from the different 
Counties, Cities, and Towns, in this Kingdom. 

And your Petitioners beg Leave farther to ſtate, that before that Honourable Houſe had effected 
that Diminution of the Influence of the Crown, and had provided an effectual Redreſs of the 
Grievances complained of in the ſaid Petitions, the ſaid Parliament of Great Britain was by 
his Majeſty's Royal Proclamation diſſolved. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, on behalf of themſelves and others their Fellow Subjects, who 
joined with your Petitioners in the ſaid Petitions, appealing to the Juſtice of this Honourable 
Houſe, do moſt earneſtly requeſt, both for the Relief of the Subject and the Safety of the Conſti- 
tution, that this Honourable Houſe will proceed to enquire, by what Means that Diminu- 
tion of the Influence of the Crown may be obtained, wh the laſt Houſe of Commons declared 

| | to 
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olonies having-ackually declared themiclvesIndependent, have 
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to be neceſſary ; and that this Honourable Houſe will proceed to examine into all the Ban 
of the Expenditure of the public Money; and alſo to enquire, what Expences can be retrenched 
by an Abolition of Sinecures or unneceflary Places, by a Reformation in reſpect of Penſions, 


unmerited by public Services, and by a Reduction of the exorbitant Emoluments of Of- 


fice, and that the Produce be appropriated to the Neceſſities of the State, in ſuch Manner as 


to the Wiſdom of Parliament ſhall ſeem meet, and your Petitioners {hall ever pray. 


"The ſaid Petition was ſigned by the following Perſons, VIZ. 


JAMES TOWNSEND, _ 21 
ROBERT BROMLEY, - Freeholders of the County of Middleſex. 
GEORGE BELLAS, 2 
F. VINCENT, 
- JOHN S. BUDGEN, 
__ JOHN NICHOLLS, 
JAMES TRECOTHICK, 
R. JAMES LAWRENCE, 
- JOHN JEBB, 
JAMES PHIPPS, 
C. WYVIL, 
SAMUEL SHORE, 
JAMES NORCLIFFE, 


I F reeholders. of the — of Surry. | 
r * F recholders of 58 County of Heriford: 


— — — — 


———— — u 


F recholders of the D of Huntingdon: 


f reehbldenk of the 508455 of York. 


W. BAKER, 
C. J. FOX, 

R. FITZPATRICK, 
JOHN BRETT, 
J. BURGOYNE, 
R. B. SHERIDAN, 


EleQors of We eftminſter. 


- JOKN. CHURCHILL, 
ROBERT SMYTH, 
R. M. T. CHISWELL, 

RICHARD BAKER, 
T. BRAND HOLLIS, 
J. REDMAN, 

J. CHICHESTER, 
JAMES, HAMLYN, 
MAHON, 
RICHARD RYCROFT, | © Freeholders or the County e 
EDMUND MARSHALL, | 
EDWARD. BENTINCK,  Freeholder of the County of Nottingham. 


Freeholders of the County of Eſex. 


Freeholders of the County of Devon. 


e. 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Chairman, Sir F. Vincent, and Sir R. Smyth, be deputed 
8 this Meeting to wait on Sir George Saville, to requeſt him to preſent the Petition to the 


Houſe of Commons. 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Chairman, Sir F. Vincent, and Sir R. Smyth, be deputed to 


wait on Mr. Dunning, to requeſt him to ſecond Sir N Saville. 


Reſolved, That the parliamentary Repreſentation of this Kingdom is extremely inadequate. 
Reſolved, That the | extenſive public Evils have been produc | by the groſs Inadequacy in 


the Repreſentation of the People in Parliament. 


Reſolved, That the Addition of at leaſt One Hundred Members to the Houſe of Commons, to 
be choſen, in a due. Proportion, in the different Counties of the Kingdom of Great Britain, would 


be a Meaſure tending ſtrongly to correct that n Inadequacy, and the extenſive public Evils 
ariſing from it. 

Reſolved, That the Bill enacting the Septehnial Duration of Parliament (however expe- 
dient it might have been rendered by the Circumſtances of the Times) was a Violation of the 
Rights of the People; by which the conſtitutional. Connection between the conſtituent Body, 


Wi their Repreſentatives 'has been impaired, and Parliament has been expoſed to great — | 


unconſtitutional Influence. 


Reſolved, That when by the peaceful and legal Efforts of the People, a more frugal Ma- 
nagement of the public Purſe, and a more adequate Repreſentation in Parhament ſhall have 
.been obtained, the Repeal of the Septennial Bill would form a ſtrong Barrier againſt the In- 


roads of parliamentary Corruption, and the alarming Influence of the Crown. 
N. B. The ſeveral Reſolutions reſpecting the Repreſentation of the People, and the Short- 


.ening the Duration of Parliaments, were objected to on the Ground of the Expediency of ad- 


vancing theſe Propoſitions at this Time ; and the previous Queſtion being propoſed on each Mo- 
tion for thoſe Reſolutions, the ſaid previous Queſtion paſſed in the Negative. 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Thanks of this Meeting be given to the Rev. Mr. Myvil, 


the Chairman of this Meeting. 
Reſolved, That One Thouſand Copies of the Reſolutions of this Meeting be printed in 


the Manner they were printed laſt Year. 


Reſolved, That this Meeting be diflolyed, and that the Reſolutions thereof be communicated 
to the reſpective Committees. 
| CW YVIL, Chairman. 


